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A Case of Kerion on the Thigh Due to Trichophyton verrucosum

Byoung Gyun Kim, Chang Keun Oh, Ho Sun Jang and Kyung Sool Kwon

Department of Dermatology, College of Medicine, Pusan National University, Busan, Korea

Superficial dermatophytic infections are considered to be mild superficial epidermal infection. Most
organisms are located superficially in stratum corneum. Sometimes, they may involve the hair follicles,
producing papule, pustule, or nodule, characterized clinically as kerion. It usually occurs on scalp or
beard area but may occur elsewhere on the body. We report a case of kerion on glabrous skin. The
patient presented with intense, boggy mass with suppurations on left thigh. On mycologic examination,
Trichophyton verrucosum was isolated. We report this atypical form of localized inflammatory infection

caused by tinea. [Kor J Med Mycol 7(3): 161-164]

Key Words: Kerion, Glabrous skin, Trichophyton verrucosum
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Fig. 1. Well defined erythematous plaque with suppu-
ration, erosions and pustules on left thigh.
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Fig. 2. Slowly growing, whitish colony which is hea-
ping up at center is observed; inset: characteristic chains
of chlamydospores (slide culture using a Sabrouraud's
dextrose agar. Lactophenol cotton blue stain, ><100).

Fig. 3. Diffuse infiltration of inflammatory cells in the
dermis, especially in perifollicular area (H&E ><100);
inset: Spores in hair follicle (periodic-acid-Schiff (PAS),
><400)
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