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A Case of Seborrheic Dermatitis Caused by Overgrowth of Malassezia globosa

Yang Won Lee, Sung Tae Jung, Kyu Joong Ahn and Hee Chul Eun*

Department of Dermatology, College of Medicine, Konkuk University, Seoul, Korea
Department of Dermatology, College of Medicine, Seoul National University”, Seoul, Korea

Seborrheic dermatitis is a very common, subacute or chronic disease, characterized by red scaly
lesions on the sebum-rich areas of the scalp, face and upper trunk. The causal factor of the disease is
still unknown, but is thought that seborrheic dermatitis may be associated with the direct or indirect
effect caused by the distribution of the sebaceous glands. It is also thought that the Malassezia yeast,
altered pattern of the epithelial proliferation, or damaged neurotransmitters may act as a factor. There
are many studies indicating that Malassezia yeast can be associated with seborrheic dermatitis. We
present one case of seborrheic dermatitis, which has been resistant to the continuous therapy over one
year and showed the excess proliferation of Malassezia globosa. We believe this case to be indicating
the relationship between the Malassezia yeast and seborrheic dermatitis.

[Kor J Med Mycol 7(1): 55-58]
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Table 1. Key to species to the genus Malassezia?

Type species: Malassezia furfur (Robin) Baillon 1889

On glucose/pepton agar

[ GIOUVER +++eseeseeseessesesessensansessess st sse s st ess s M. pachydermatis
No growth
[ Catalase reaction NEQALIVE e st M. restricta
Catalase reaction positive
On glucose/peptone agar with 0.5% Tween 60
No growth
Long cylindrical cells; growth at 377w M. obtusa
Spherical cells; usually No growth at 377 e M. globosa
Growth
On glucose/peptone agar with 0.1% Tween 80
[ INO GIOWEN  cessssssusssssssssssssssssssesssssssisssssssessssssnssmsssssasssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssiassssssnssnss M. slooffiae
Growth
[ Sympodial Ui +:esesssssssssssssssissssassssssmssmmsmsmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssan M. sympodialis
Bud on a broad base, filament formation -« e M. furfur
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Fig. 1. Erythematous thick scaly plaque and papules
on the cheek.

Fig. 2A. Malassezia yeast colonies on the greasy skin
scale (Parker Quink-KOH stain, ><40). 2B. Malassezia
yeast on the fat lobule (Parker Quink-KOH stain, >400).
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Fig. 3. Healed with some papules after 10 weeks of
itraconazole therapy.

lassezia globosa Midgley, Guého & Guillot 1996, Mala-
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