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Four Cases of Tinea Corporis Caused by Microsporum gypseum

Yeon Jin Kim, Sung Wook Lim, Moo Kyu SuhT, Jin Hyouk Choi, Jang Seok Bang,
Jeong Woo Lee, Tae Hoon Kim, Gyoung Yim Ha" and Jung Ran Kim™~

Departments of Dermatology, Clinical Pathology” & Pathology ™, College of Medicine,
Dongguk University, Kyongju, Korea

Microsporum (M.) gypseum is geophilic and abundant in soil throughout the world. The source of
human infection has been traced to soil or animals. But tinea corporis caused by M. gypseum is rare. We
report 4 cases of tinea corporis caused by M. gypseum in a 38 year-old female, a 7 year-old girl, a 2
year-old boy, and a 18 year-old female. The lesions were manifested by localized pruritic fine scaly
erythematous annular patches on the shin, forearm, neck, and antecubital fossa. Direct microscopic
examination of scales on the potassium hydroxide preparation showed hyphae and spores in 3 cases.
But cultures from the skin lesion of all patients on Sabouraud dextrose agar showed typical colonies of
M. gypseum. The patients were treated with topical ketoconazole application and/or oral antifungal

agents. [Kor J Med Mycol 6(2): 90-96]
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Fig. 1. Localized, fine scaly, erythematous annular patches (A; on the right forearm of case 2, B; on the right

antecubital fossa of case 4).
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Fig. 4. Biopsy specimen shows epidermal necrosis,
inflammatory cells infiltration in perifollicular area and
fungal invasion around hair shaft (H & E stain, ><100).
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Fig. 5. Many hyphae and spores are found around the
hair shaft (Methenamine silver stain, ><400).
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