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=Abstract=

Dermatophytosis and Its Causative Agents in Korea

Soon Bong Suh

Emeritus Professor of Dermatology, Kyungpook National University School of Medicine,
Taegu, Korea

Classification of dermatophytes, infections caused by some 10 species of them isolated in the
past and changes of dermatophytoses since 1924 in Korea were briefly reviewed.

Because, especially in recent years, infections due to zoophilic organisms have been noted to
increase in frequency, a role of animals in human ringworm should be clarified. In addition,
taking account of ever increasing international exchange of men and animals, care must be taken
to detect and cope with an inflow of foreign species of fungi into our country.
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Table 1. Classification of dermatophytes

Anamorph state

Teleomorph state

Ecology

Trichophyton

T. rubrum

T. mentagrophytes
var. interdigitale
T. violaceum

T. tonsurans

T. schoenleinii

T. concentricum

Microsporum

M. ferrugineum
M. audouinii

Epidermophyton

E. floccosum

Anthropophilic dermatophytes

Trichophyton

T. mentagrophytes var.
mentagrophytes

B

. benhamiae

T. verrucosum

. vanbreuseghemii

Zoophilic dermatophytes

Microsporum
. A, otae var. canis
M. canis
A. otae var. distortum
M. nanum A. obtusa
Trichophyton
T. simii A. simii
Microsporum A, gypsea Geophilic dermatophytes
M. gypseum A. incurvata
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(T. interdigitale)l] 2|3t FHwMHo] ggtor} ¢
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ophyton(E.) floccosum(1.0%) M. audouinii®] %)
Hov] T violaceum & glabrum& | 3ol A gk
€ Ho] 5ol ch

WP F YRS FHe A AeM M
ferrugineumo) ztz} 87.9%9%} 63.4%%, ZRuA
oA} T. mentagrophytes(T. interdigitale)?} 67.6%,
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Ch x|l waieat

197613 58] 1995 74%) 2047 Wl 7152
S-ahe] o] A A gkAL G 543,296 5 WA
Bzl 82,966 o2 Ao 153% o|gon,
1976 - 1980\ e wla) 2 1087 13w 2 F
7tetdeh. A A Algkatol] o) & WA ghajo] Wi
&2 A 2t 9 B8A AT Aol ey A
2 10-20%°]7 A Q) 522-7.1%¢] ¥]sld =
o}z] i1 9lch.

W3 Y& Table 2 9} 7Ho] X4 (40.8%),

TR A(20.9%), =339 A(14.6%) Fo) B
AR, R, Qb AL zhz} 10%
gk ol ich AR vlmEd TR Ao A7}
I HEWMR z2wAHe Frl7 EAsH S
53 23S A 1.0%0] Qe 1976-
19853} 1986-1995\d ol &= 2}2} 10.7%, 17.3%E A}

Aste] MY F AMAZ 229 WP o2A
7} A8 2.

HlFE F FFFe 97F 506467500 o
= 7o ¥F-& Table 338 2o} FeladF4E
S T. rubrumo] A ] 83.0%2 322 A
8te] T. mentagrophytes(8.0%), M. canis(6.4%), E. fl-
occosum(19%)=} &7 F8 FFo|Pde T. ver-
rucosum, M. gypseum, M. ferrugineum, T. tonsurans,
T. schoenleinii= 2}t 7} 0.3% n|9ko 2 400d A o] %
3= gto] &HA| @8l c(Table 3).

Ay WEL B 2 10d32k)] T rubrum
o] #3531 1986\ K-¥] T. verrucosum, 19953 ¥
B T. tonsurans®} 2 N2 T Fo] £ H7
Al 2HgE vk 1987 RE E. floccosumo] 2 7}E]
I 1991 o) & M. ferrugineum-& -2 = A kgt
o™ T. schoenleinii7} 222 E ZHo] EAAHo|r},
53| T. mentagrophytes®] W= abat GolA & 7
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Table 2. Incidence of dermatophytoses at Catholic Skin Clinic in Taegu area from 1976 to 1995

1976 - 1985 1986 - 1995 Total
Disease
No.of patients (%) No.of patients (%) No.of patients (%)
T. pedis 13,843 (40.4) 19,986 (41.0) 33,829 (40.8)
T. cruris 8,139 (23.8) 9,180 (18.8) 17,319 (20.9)
T. unguium 3,670 (10.7) 8,440 (17.3) 12,110 (14.6)
T. corporis 2,921 (8.5) 4,948 (10.2) 7,869 (9.5)
T. manus 2,922 (85) 2,975 (6.1) 5897 (1.1)
T. facale 1,507 (4.4) 1,873 (3.8) 3,380 (4.0)
T. capitis 1,257 (3.7) 1,303 (2.8) 2,560 (3.1)
T. favosa 2 - 2
Total 34,261 (100) 48,705 (100) 82,966 (100)
T; Tinea
Table 3. Dermatophytes isolated from 1976 to 1995
1976 - 1985 1986 - 1995 Total
Species - ) :
X No. of isolates (%) No. of isolates (%) No. of isolates (%)
T. rubrum 16,888 (77.6) 25,160 (87.1) 42,048 (83.0)
T. mentagrophytes 2,347 (10.8) 1,690 (5.8) 4,037 (8.0)
M. canis 1,567 (7.2) 1,648 (5.7) 3,215 (6.4)
E. floccosum 806 (3.7) 130 (0.5) 936 (1.9)
T. verrucosum 0 173 (0.6) 173 (0.3)
M. gypseum 85 (0.4) 70 (0.2) 155 (0.3)
M. ferrugineum 59 (0.3) 12 (0.04) 71 (0.1)
T. tonsrans 0 9 (0.03) 9 (0.02)
T. shoenleinii 2 - 2
Total 21,754 (100) 28,892 (100) 50046 (100)

T; Trichophyton, M; Microsporum, E; Epidermophyton
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Table 4. Distribution of causative agents in dermatophytoses

Disid TR TM MC EF TV MG MF TT TS » s
(%) (%) €0 I €0 I ) B ) B /) B ) B )
T. pedis 17,368 1,929 _ 38 3 1 _ _ 19,407
2 (89.5)  (9.9) (0.2) 0.02)  (0.01) (100)
. 11,420 25 38 794 B 20 1 _ 5 12,525
T-Acruris 912) (20) (03) (6.3) 02)  (0.01) (100)
R Saemn 5 415,157 s . 264 10 4 * 2 N 7 s 5,437
R (959) (49 (0.2) (0.07) (0.03) (100)
49

. 4216 489 494 81 72 5 3 _ 5,409

T. coporis 77 g 00 ©1n I a5 a3y @ (0.1) (100)
il an 2811 263 27 17 9 6 P _ i 3,133
: ®9.7)  (84) (09 (05 (03) (02) (100)
(ot 1,019 790 628 4 60 50 2 3 8 2,556
g (39.8)  (30.9) (246) (02) (23) (0 (01 (0.1) (100)
X g 57 50 1,980 23 2 62 3 2 2,179
o (2.6) (23)  (90.9) (L) (01 (28 (1) (01)  (100)
Total 42,048 4,037 3215 936 173 155 71 9 2 50,646

LR; Trubrum, T.M; T.mentagrophytes, M.C; M.canis, E.F; E.floccosum, T.V; T.verrucosum, M.G; M.
gypseum, M.F; M. ferrugineum, T.T; T.tonsurans, T.S; T.schoenleinii, T; Tinea

&S Wolx Jov T rubum ) T. mentagrophytes
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93 glE o] 544 waea @ 4 Uk
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FAS2RE Dolx 1he Ado] As, Bl
4, 87, vhgube, %, wuig o), 34 5
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Trichophyton mentagrophytes 2} A=

27 AAHoR EX5lT AL} 580 &
3 A9E dodle FFoly FHlole 10F9
BEog 7l& HuoH P FFH 5Adl
w2} T. mentagrophytes2 F4 =0 om WA
o & T. mentagrophytes var. mentagrophytesS} var.
nterdigitale 2. F-R-g o}
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Zoophilic speciese] ™ Al Alc FE =%
ol gFge] 4 FEEE, AFYA, 5+
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AL Asoe d FEZRE FddE e
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Fol FolME HElEn 53] APFE Aol

Ao} AtgelA #HES 227 47t R
ch. o] el WY FRPOZNEH &
TR o] 271712 vFste] fFAH e B
Baht g e (+)F o] deiAx e

al
al
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Microsporum canis Z+HE

M. canisi= A|A|A o2 B E3a 19| WAl
Qo2 90%, 7| WM %S A es F85
dEo|n], AL o5 ojghE FEZEE g
£ 971 godx g $-2lvetel A& 19573 114
o 2ol A WA TR Mol AFoz TAH
F 1961374 o3, 4% AA, 94, AL, F
o 5 ZAJA 2847} AP I F 2697}
g Aol A ARHJG. 2 F oF 1582
A AZ7F Aoy 19753 dlGte} 4k 2o
A o kg mofel2RE sMFHHog AEE
Eo] BHag F AFE(1978), A-E(1979), FF
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o7 Aol 19753 A3 FEE Fooid
Z7}ete] 1986 el Ao =g oS njd
s 3 gloh Mmool o} o] F2l’
= 198611 o] vl 1992 el 128 ZHAH o] &
B2l ge F3e] AlEH FET 2T B4
7t A& AAbet Yo olg ZE FAR 1|
Fo] B o ¢oz B Fo] ALHoR I
AFg 71 A ol $ FolEoh

A4 F4L ALY A4S 4% A% FR=E
Z3 F2uMo] Ao FAIglel olFESNA
s, 154] vlgke] 80%% AR 59, A<l
M 27 FARG o 39 B A dE S
gt olgl dzHor FEL FA5E Y
g ojd 1ol g} ol AFA dE7 7Y
AR FEAME 734 LU= B d AH
3l 457 gda g

FEH e 2E 19759 FAA N A, oraer} &
A5 glen], (+) 2y GEAA 109 F71 K
2 5 glov AA ZtA oA e] B EL 9%
7} (-)F 22 3k -2 uetll = A2 g
¥l 135F F 1135(83.7%)", /Mg ngolel
A w29 2725 F 2277(83.5%)7F 4# (-)F
Qon (+)FE 29 54 g
B 7o) 1950 ) £t Il HFog g
" Aze 9usA AT 6255 F A
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Mol Feivete] JRAEES dAFe ¥

@ #EIA EE RERL £AToH A
2ol 598 AAAE ¢ 471 gk BB E
A& whe Zo] mokolsh AolN FaFo}
AU, B, &, & 50 SANE 2 5 3o
W, & BAe) 0%, 14 B, A7 SolA B
7k Eou} A RA% Fol & Faurha k.

Epidermophyton floccosum 2=

B 4 dRE MAHor nywHe] F 9
QT YRe SHUHET 4oy Fuod
Me vUbARZ F83 #oly T. rubrume] 9l
o2 Q3 1986'd o] F F7 3| Fashe F4
o}

Anthropophilic spceies2A] F&H oz thaed)
I fFAAMdE AEA gten Algd dg
Agz e of$ <tk T rubrumo)\ T. men-
tagrophytes$} 0] X4, &%, &}& T F9)
B 2RE Aol A AFEY =EAE Aol
A EEgn g

Trichophyton verrucosum ZtH &

T. verrucosumS 29| A o] F g1 o|n] A}
HAFo] 22 FUE Mol 5 L AP HL L
o7 A&TERETY LFo|tt

E 293 AR AARes g2A
Aoy IUeAE 196288 71 &5 2
A ZFA oz Ay, v, FANE SFo2RE
AE2E Y57 AFE F 19773 Aoz §
Foll AdH oz FYsa A AFxHo=z &
Aol AT, Alge] 2 el e 19854 BF A
ol F92RE FEE 104 ozpo)] FYF
FREZe R Zd7l Rng® F H2 1047
T2 OF FHY FEA B4 o7 gon,
obz] B} Ao Ae EaE gloy FAE $xt
7bde widEn g Ao FEH.

g e FE 5& F3eo 23y, AA
Af7F 7bssta 827 gA A E T8
F7F 9ol A7t A 87 7MesteR AR A
BE WS 7|30} AL Wt op g 97 S B
2], 4317 o129 A A9 oAz} & A
ol ) dle] & £ A§- 22817 4ot

B ae g AFHoe] Ftn 4] A5 34
Ho} 3% $olA & & AWl & F49, <49,
ol £ A4 #4 @RE Yy
AgoA FAtolol FdtH oz waygict ALy

= 7 & 225 AgHER 22 AH
4, ARl BARle]l F2 =% F9dd g5l
A AR AFPAE doT]v] FRAA
€ A 53] 830, #¥Here IER
Titd 7do g FAAd e sy (-)39 =
Mg gto] S, UM e T2y
B £U4£8 3t fd8 dd dFolzdn
ZEg. SddAM e A, T A9 F54
SFoA 22€ v glen & H, & SoME
& 57 ld

Microsporum gypseum 2t =

M. gypseumS MA|Z o2 Eoklo] da] A4
31 glon 53] BE AMSFdA BNzt
Eou AIET FEo ZdEE de n$ =8
oa @t $evele] EgoM e E5A 2
Hm* 19783 Aoz o A ellA ¥ 739
% 200 Y F dA) AFHoR ABEln
otk Ao rE Lolel FAde w=FHo|
Aol A7 AENA HANM, =EAE F
FuAE doid.

19613 F-A M NS A. incurvata, 19633 A. gyp-
sea7} Ztzt HAE o FFF mu|FPte
H &dl& #els} it ot Sl vddA e
1989'd AL, 28 2 Efi AT B F5
o dste] muldd A3} A incurvarast A. gyp-
sea7} n2A EE = o], muge v g
£ Aol 5 B 71 sl

ZUoH BE=AHoz nFdes e IFs}
FaEAo W, nge], 71VH, I, 5o, & &
SFHY 7L o) & Wlon, Al gL Heoz
HEe AR AdEG QAF5ES T P
He A%7 Bohx sted FWAHME M. canisZ
3 2 Al7]ol QA Fgo] LA Ho] o] F
sl Ao g Ayzte

Microsporum ferrugineum 2+4 =&

2 72 1960t 7kA] f-2vtetE v Zsthe
T, Y9 Fol FHHsH EFE go2A o}
TE9 55 9 AEyMde F f0FolueH
M. japonicum =& T. ferrugineum® 2% 7|&H
I o

F2 H 83 Jdde Frd-E {37
u 10t) o] F A A fE v gFAg S d
Aot FrRE AL Bae] 1960 Lol
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X g g Zoldle] FUolME FH3] FiE
New 1990 ol F AWE YL Bgoy
1993 AFoA TR 347} wasign®,
EAEG AlER Y X G 242 2y Nie)
Eoe R3%E nsid B 7o giiwe
o}z £sl7] o FEH o2 wgo] g
B AN E B (-) 2uFe) A n
deon FEd 3 Bis FydMe gou,
ngololA F2 € o7} detn g}

Trichophyton tonsurans ZtHZ

# T2 anthropophilic speciese]® W], wA]
3, Auct FolAe el F g Font
ol Aol ¢ =B} S e
1995\ Hgo 2 A5 9ol Al 154 dap &
dY HEd Mok £ ol 2§ black dotd F
REudo] MG AL’ AR s AF MG
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