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Tinea Capitis Caused by Trichophyton rubrum in an Adult Woman Judoist
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Tinea capitis occurs mostly in the children and rarely affects adults. The most common cause of tinea
capitis is known as Microsporum canis. Trichophyton rubrum is an anthropophilic, commonest
dermatophyte affecting man but rarely involves the scalp and hair. A 19-year-old woman, current judo
player, presented with 1-month history of hair loss and erythematous scaly macules with brownish crusts
on her scalp. The patient was diagnosed as tinea capitis caused by 7. rubrum based on macroscopic and
microscopic characteristics of the fungus culture. As 7. rubrum rarely causes tinea capitis, we assumed
this patient might have had contact with 7. rubrum on the ground or other players while playing judo,
which could be described as tinea gladiatorum. [Korean J Med Mycol 2012; 17(4): 236-239]
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Fig. 1. Hair losed, erythematous scaly macules with
brownish crusts on the scalp.
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Fig. 2. Whitish cottony colonies
with reddish brown pigmentation on
reverse side.
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Fig. 3. Multiple septate hyphae and tear-drop shaped
microconidia (><<400).
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Fig. 4. Pseudoepithelial hyperplasia in the epidermis
and dense, mixed inflammatory infiltrates with abscess
formation in the dermis (H&E, <40).
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