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Eczema-Like Tinea Incognito Occurring Leg
Sung Min Hwang, Dong Min Kim, Moo Kyu Suh, Gyoung Yim Ha' and Jung Ran Kim’

Departments of Dermatology, Laboratory Medicine' & Pathology’,
College of Medicine, Dongguk University, Gyeongju, Korea

Tinea incognito is the dermatophytosis of atypical clinical presentation that induced by topical and
systemic corticosteroid treatment or new class of topical non-steroidal agent such as tacrolimus or
pimecrolimus. We report a case of eczema-like tinea incognito in a 15-year-old girl. The lesions were
manifested by pruritic to tender, scaly well-demarcated erythematous macules and patches with pustules
on the lateral side of right shin. She had been treated with topical corticosteroid and pimecrolimus for 6
months. Direct microscopic examination of the lesion was positive for hyphae and fungal culture revealed
colonies of Trichophyton(T.) rubrum. Histopathologic examination of the skin lesion showed mild
perivascular inflammation with presence of fungal hyphae in the horney layer of the epidermis. The
patient was treated with 250 mg of terbinafine daily for 1 month and topical lanoconazole application.
Skin lesions improved one month after the treatment, and no recurrence was observed.

[Kor J Med Mycol 2011; 16(2): 51-55]
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Fig. 1. A solitary, pruritic to tender, 13><5.5 cm-sized,
well-demarcated erythematous macules, patches and
pustules on the lateral side of right shin.
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Fig. 2. Close up view of lesion on the lateral side of
right shin.
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Fig. 3. Direct microscopic examination of some scales
removed by scraping the lesion demonstrated several
septated long hyphae (KOH mount, <400).

Fig. 4. White and cottony colonies on Sabouraud's
dextrose agar slants at 25°C for 2 weeks.
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Fig. 5. Tear-drop shaped microconidia and long hyphae
were shown in slide culture of 7. rubrum (Lactophenol-
cotton blue stain, ><400).

Fig. 6. Several short hyphae in the horney layer (PAS
stain, *<400).
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(Fig. 5).
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