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A Case of Tinea Faciei Caused by Trichophyton mentagrophytes with
Atypical Presentation

Sae Bo Mi Park, Young Wook Lee, Eun Ju Park, In Ho Kwon,
Kwang Ho Kim and Kwang Joong Kim

Department of Dermatology, College of Medicine, Hallym University, Anyang, Korea

Tinea faciei is a dermatophyte infection of the glabrous part of facial skin most commonly caused by

the Trichophyton species. Tinea faciale has been classified as part of tinea corporis but recently for its

unique features, it is being considered a separate disease entity. Tinea faciale is a relatively rare

dermatophytosis and is characterized by clinical polymorphism, which leads to frequent misdiagnosis

and mistreatment with corticosteroids. Long term treatment with glucocorticoids can subsequently lead

to tinea incognito. Herein we describe an unusual case of tinea faciei caused by 7. mentagrophytes in a

40-year-old women with erythematous facial eruptions, initially misdiagnosed as allergic contact

dermatitis and rosacea. By using mycological and histological examinations, dermatophytosis caused by

Trichophyton mentagrophytes was confirmed. Oral terbinafine was administered together with topical
clotrimazole and hydrocortisone for 4 weeks. [Kor J Med Mycol 2010; 15(4): 170-174]
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Fig. 1. Localized erythematous papules, patches and
plaques on the face.
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Fig. 2. Whitish powdery surface and reddish brown
colored reveres colonies growing on Sabouraud's dextrose
agar on day 5.
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Fig. 3. Grouped round microconidias and macro-
conidias on lactophenol-cotton blue stain (><400).

Fig. 4. KOH scrapping of the lesion showing fungal
hyphaes (><100).
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Fig. 5. Diffuse inflammatory cell infiltration around
hair follicle (H&E, ><100).
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