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A Case of Kerion Celsi Caused by Microsporum canis
Probably Transmitted from Hamster

Soo Ho Kim, Moo Kyu Suh, Jae Hong Kim, Gyoung Yim Ha* and Jung Ran Kim?

Departments of Dermatology, Laboratory Medicine! & Pathology?,
College of Medicine, Dongguk University, Gyeongju, Korea

Kerion celsi is an inflammatory type of tinea capitis. It is usually seen with zoophilic pathogens, with
common examples being Microsporum(M.) canis, Trichophyton(T.) mentagrophytes and T. verrucosum.
Hamster is the mammal which belongs to the rodent family, usually small in size and frequently
nocturnal in their habits and small pet kept in many countries today. We report a case of kerion celsi
caused by M. canis probably transmitted from hamster in a 8-year-old boy. The patient had various
sized, erythematous boggy nodules and pustules with irregular hair loss on the scalp for 2 months.
Culture from a scalp lesion of patient on Sabouraud's dextrose agar showed M. canis. He was treated
with 125 mg of terbinafine daily for 12 weeks and short term therapy of low dose of prednisolone. Skin
lesions were cured without recurrence. [Kor J Med Mycol 2009; 14(1): 23-27]
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Fig. 2. Numerous long hyphae around the hair shaft
(KOH mount, ><200)

Fig. 1. Multiple, scaly, erythematous boggy masses Fig. 3. A white to light yellowish, flat colony on
with irregular hair loss on vertex and occiput of scalp Sabouraud's dextrose agar plate at 25 for 2 weeks
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Fig. 4. A spindle-shaped, eight celled macroconidium
with echinulated surface was shown in slide culture of
M. canis (Lactophenol-cotton blue stain, ><400).

Fig. 5. Inflammatory cells infiltration around hair
follicle (H & E, <100)

Wpow vmd WA Aehs FHee 93

o Ao, wiA] SHe s YERiiTth
5 Py Aol Al A Bl SRS B
ATt (Fig. 3). o] A& Sfol= MldEEL
=] Lactophenol-cotton blue® A435le] dAn|H
o7 #EF A grle] AW o prolx W
TR QEYAE = F ANeH B FAE
Hola o= B2 22 57|17} B M. canis
2 54380 (Fig. 4)

AL 2 A AL, ARFAL )5 H

Fig. 6. Numerous hyphae and spores around hair shaft
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