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=Abstract=

Six Cases of Tinea Capitis in Adults

Chun Pill Choi and Mu Hyoung Lee

Department of Dermatology, College of Medicine, Kyunghee University, Seoul, Korea

Tinea capitis is a fungal infection of the scalp and hair. It is very common in children and unusual in
adults. We evaluated the clinical and mycologic aspects of tinea capitis in 6 adult patients registered in
Kyunghee University Hospital from January 2003 to December 2003. The isolated dermatophytic flora
of the patients consisted of Trichophyton rubrum (83%) and Microsporum canis (17%). When tinea

capitis occurs in adults the clinical features may be

atypical and this may delay the diagnosis. The

necessity for heightened clinical suspicion and diagnostic tenacity in the evaluation of adults with scalp
dermatitis and/or alopecia for possible tinea capitis is underscored.

[Kor J Med Mycol 2006; 11(1): 31-34]
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Fig. 1A-F. Clinical features of the 6 patients (A: case 1, B: case 2, C: case 3, D: case 4, E: case 5, F: case 6).

Table 1. The summary of clinical and mycologic features of 6 cases with tinea capitis

Sex/ : Site Associated Suspected Wood : Underlying Other Sites
Case Age Duration (scalp)  Alopecia Source Light Organism Disease  Dermatopytoses
. 3 _ _ Face, toe nails
1 M/48 11Mon Parietal T. rubrum inguinal area
2 Fl67 2Mon Parietal + Cat + M. canis Asthma -
F/56 1Mon Parietal - - T.rubrum - Toe nails
4 F/70 1Mon Temporal - - T.rubrum RA Face
5 F/65 2Mon Parietal - - T.rubrum (F;s|_c|)lr__|a5|s, Trunk
6 M/62 2Yr Temporal - - T. rubrum Cerepral Hands, trunk,

infarction  soles

Mon: month, Yr: year, RA: rheumatoid arthritis, CHF: congestive heart failure

el Fapel A A, Frhe ey B, 4R,
AX, MNP} 2 AR Buksta I

(Table 1).
el 19 T ARG WAz a7
oA B F9lo] ATAHE go] BEENH,

periodic acid-Schiff, PAS) el Al R3F UjFo] &
Al A EE AR #EE S AT (Fig. 2A, B).
A<

6] Ak B AT 9 i AR ARl
Y el wapae] Axe 51S el

-32-

|
—

i

1l

FH-E 2 Microsporum®} TrichophytonZrol] <

s FFARIRT Sl ofal s, mlsl A= T
tonsurans}t M. canis”}, 3ol A= M. canis”} 717
3 Yoo s A Ao ) TR e
T U2 19601t o] ol M. ferrugieum, M. canis,
T. mentagrophytes 5©] H.31% %31, 1970\t ©]F



Fig. 2A, B. A perifollicular inflammatory infiltration
and several hyphae in the hair shaft in case 1 (A: PAS
stain, 100, B: PAS stain <400).
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Table 2. The Comparison of children and adults patients
with tinea capitis

Children Adults
(n=15) (n=6)
Organism
M. canis 8 1
T. rubrum 0 5
T. mentagropytes 2 0
No growth 5 0
Underlying disease - 4/6
Other sites dermatopytoses - 5/6
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